





Praver
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Day OnE: O Lord, True Light, lead us, like Peter,
James and John to a high mountain, a place of
peace and enlightenment, where we can encounter
Your Glory, the truth and beauty of Your Divinity
and be transfigured into true Disciples. Amen.

Day Two: O Lord, True Light, through the holy
Eucharist come live within our hearts: may Your
Face shine like the sun from within us, so that we
may carry you, the Light and Hope, to all those
who are in darkness and despair. Amen.

Day THree: O Lord, True Light, at Your
Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah were present, we
thank you for the gift of Saints — stars to guide us,
models to emulate and intercessors for us in Heaven
— grant us mercy through their prayers. Amen.

DAy Four: O Lord, True Light, on the day

you were transfigured on the mountain You
demonstrated to Your holy Apostles the mystery
of Your Divinity, grant us faith to believe and the
grace to proclaim You. Amen.

Day Five: O Lord, True Light, at Your
Transfiguration, the Father said, “This is My
Beloved Son” grant us the grace to be equally
pleasing children of the Father — obedient and
loving, following Your good example. Amen.

NOILVHNOIdSNVYYd | dHL 40
adoT] dn@Q OL VNIAON

o
*yunyd aoyred Y4

,,—..P .?..%‘1 mu._ COl—m —\4 ,.—..P,....f..!. uwf..%‘n

=
f TR

.W&i.;::f!ﬁ

Day Six: O Lord, True Light, during Your
Transfiguration, the Father said, “This is My
Beloved Son, listen to Him” grant us ears to hear,
eyes to see and faithfulness to obey Your holy
Commandments. Amen.

Day Seven: O Lord, True Light, when the Disciples
heard the Father’s Voice they fell prostrate and
were afraid, grant us also this holy fear so that in
all things we may show love, respect and honour
for our heavenly Father. Amen.

Day EieHT: O Lord, True Light, at Your
Transfiguration, you touched your Disciples saying,
“Rise and do not be afraid,” grant us in times of
suffering and temptation the grace of courage and
to fear nothing but offending You. Amen.

Day Nine: O Lord, True Light, through the gift of
Your wonderous Transfiguration, we beg you to
change all the is detrimental and harmful to our
lives and souls, into that which heals and purifies,
grows and produces spiritual fruit. Amen.

DaiLy ConcLubping Praver: O Lord, You are the
Light of the World, forgive us our sins and protect
us from the powers of darkness, help us to follow
You closely always and we shall forever praise and
thank You for being the Light of our lives. Amen.
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A SAD DAY FOR LEBANESE SoUTH AFRICANS
DeEcoNsECRATION MAss oF OLL ForsBurG - 20 JuLy 2008

FR. Babaoul HaBIB, ArcHBISHOP BuTtl TLHAGALE, FR CHARBEL GEAGEA, FR. MICHAEL VAN HEERDEN

THE 10.00 am Mass on Sunday, 20th July 2008 was a sad day in the
annals of the Maronite Lebanese South African community. It was a
Deconsecration Mass, signifying the closure of the Maronite Catholic Church
in Fordsburg — home for over 75 years.

On this day the Lebanese attended holy Mass just as they, their forefathers
and their families had done religiously and faithfully for over three quarters of
- a century. The lights were on, the Church beautifully decorated, the Maronite
Choir magnificent — the congregation in tears.

“No, it cannot be.” They could not come to terms with the closure of
their Church — a spiritual, cultural, educational, recreational, sporting,
administrative and family home to the community. Who could forget the great
leaders such as Father Peter Alam and Father Michael Chebli who served their
flock so faithfully, collectively for over 75 years.

Father Badaoui Habib, the newly appointed Superior General of the Lebanese
Maronite Missionaries, in charge of the spiritual needs of the community,
emphatically said that it was now time to move on as the community itself had
moved from the area and the Mission must now concentrate on the North and
South of Johannesburg, where the largest concentration of Lebanese reside. He
emphasised that the Mission would continue to serve all in South Africa.
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The final Mass was conducted by the Archbishop of Johannesburg, H.E. Buti
Tlhagale. In his homily, the Archbishop, who has recently spent three weeks
in Lebanon had this to say: “In Lebanon the Maronites are a very special
community. They have their Saints and their spirituality. They maintain their
dignity in a hostile area and an unfriendly environment.” The Archbishop said
that the Lebanese Maronites in the diaspora need to be encouraged to retain and
maintain this special gift in union with their brothers and sisters in Lebanon.

The lights went out as if symbolising the end of the Fordsburg era in the
history of the Lebanese South African Community. It is now the dawn of a new
21st Century for Maronite Lebanese South Africans.

By KeEN HANNA
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THE END OF AN ERA

DecoNseEcrRATION Mass oF OLL ForsBurc - 20 JuLy 2008

OLL, ForDsBURG

N Sunday 20th July 2008, the curtains

were drawn on the original spiritual home
of the South African Lebanese community, when
the final Mass was celebrated at Our Lady of
Lebanon Church, 61 Mint Road, Fordsburg. The
Mass, a “Deconsecration Mass”, was celebrated by
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Thlagale, Rev. Father
Badoui Habib, Superior of the Lebanese Maronite
Mission in South Africa, Rev. Father Charbel
Gaegae, a visiting Maronite priest from the
congregation of Maronite Lebanese Missionaries
and Rev. Father Michael van Heerden, rector of
St. Augustine’s College. A congregation of about

250 people represented many of the families who
had worshipped at the Church.

In his opening address, Father Badaoui said that
the Mass was being offered for all the members of
the community who had ever worshipped at the
Church — those who were baptised, those who
received the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the
Eucharist, Confirmation and Marriage and the
souls of all those who had been buried from the
Church, for all those who had been altar servers,
members of the choirs, members of the different
parish committees and sodalities and for all those
who had been involved at the Church in any
way at all. He offered the Mass for all those who
were present at the Mass and their families but
especially for all the priests who had served at the
Church since its inception.

Archbishop Buti Thgale in his homily spoke
about his recent trip to Lebanon and the Middle
East, and commented on the faith of the people
he had seen there, and how this faith had been
brought to South Africa. He said that we have
learnt from the Gospel that a seed has to die
before it could produce fruit and so it was with this
Church, which was now in a totally Moslem area.
It was now time to close it down and move on. He
said that the fruits of this Church could be seen in
the Churches at Woodmead and Mulbarton, and he
encouraged the community to live and spread this
faith by continuing to form Maronite communities
throughout the land.
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Vincent Leicher, in a short address, spoke
about all the memories that we at the Mass had
experienced at the Church. He referred to the
various services at the Church, especially to the
Holy Week and Good Friday services, and recalled
that Father Michael van Heerden, as a young
priest, had preached a mission to us in 1993.
He said that the Church had been the spiritual
and social home of the South African Lebanese
community for almost 70 years, and that we could
take away with us all the wonderful memories
and experiences that had been such a vibrant
part of our lives and of the life of our community.
Although we were sad at the closing of this
Church, we must use all that we had gained from
being part of it, to continue to keep our Maronite
faith alive in our families and community.

After the Mass those present gathered in groups
to reminisce about all the people, priests and events
that had influenced their lives as a result of being
parishioners of Our Lady of Lebanon Church at
Fordsburg. Pictures were taken to preserve lasting
memories, stories were recounted of things that
had taken place over the years, tears were shed
and many found it had to believe that this was the
end. A vital part of the history and culture of our
South African Lebanese community was written
and took place at this Church. We will remember
it with fond and tender memories.

By VINCENT LEICHER



Rr. Charbel Geagea has been a priest for just over a year (having made

his final vows on 1 July 2007) but already shows the makings of a
truly remarkable priest - one of many which our Maronite community is so
blessed to have.

The seed of his vocation was planted in 1997 when he overheard his mother
and father talking about a Jesuit priest who had died in 1984. “He was a
saintly priest,” his father affirmed. This concept of a ‘saintly priest’ caused the
young Charbel to think and meditate on a very important question: “Why
can’t | be a saintly priest too?”

In answer, Charbel Geagea, like all our Maronite Lebanese Missionaries, has
taken the religious vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, and laid down his
entire being in search of saintliness for the honour of God and the Church.

Fr. Charbel is the middle child of five siblings with two sisters and two
brothers — the first priest of his family. He has degrees in theology and
sociology as well as musicology (since he is a lover of music and singing,
specifically the Oriental melodies).

Currently completing his degree in Canonical Law, he is utterly passionate
about the Law. “When you have the Law on your side - you can be free.
Sometimes you are scared because you don’t know whether something is
right or wrong, but through knowledge of the rules you can move i
freedom,” affirms Fr. Charbel.

Fr. Charbel is here in South Africa for a month’s holiday
to learn about and personally experience the Mission in
South Africa. When asked what he thinks of South Africa,
Fr. Charbel laughs and says, “When I-first heard | was coming
here | thought I was coming to the bush but I have since
seen that South Africa is a beautiful and organised land, and
our people here love the Church and have a good and strong
faith.”

During his stay, Fr. Charbel has visited some of the best
places South Africa has to offer, from the world-famous
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attraction of our game parks to our religious pilgrimage site of Ngome, but a
highlight for him has been his visits with our Maronite families.

When he returns to Lebanon he will continue his daily catechesis work
with the children in Jooni, his accountancy responsibilities at the school as
well as complete his Canonical Law studies. Thereafter he hopes to become
a judge in the Catholic judiciary so that using his expertise of God’s Laws
and the holy Sacraments he may help resolve issues and problems in families
and in the Church.

When asked about his spirituality, Fr. Charbel’s answer is both simple and
heartfelt: “Without Jesus, life means nothing. Jesus gives us meaning, our lives
meaning. Before my vocation, | was like most other people. But now, with God
and my vocation, | understand how God can and does work in a person, using

their body and life for peace and love for all the world. Everybody can be a

Saint - its so easy! We just need to do everything with love. Personally,

| try to be a good influence in the life of all the people around me. |
like to make them happy and inspire them to be good.”

To all the Maronite South Africans, Fr. Charbel leaves this
message: “Preserve your faith and take care of your families. May

every parent take good care of their children - this will build us
“ a good future, a good base for our Christianity.

“And don’t forget that the priests serving you do it for
you! They have left their homes, families and countries

to be here and save souls here. Remember that the
Church is your family too.”

Let us pray that God may bless Father Charbel
Geagea, all his studies and all that he does,
as well as all our dear Maronite Lebanese
Missionaries. And let us pray for many more
good and holy vocations.

To Fr. Charbel: we thank you for visiting us, getting
to know us and inspiring us. We send you good
wishes home and welcome your return to us again.



ebanese Maronite Missionari

L-R: DeLon FaraH, Kit Assab, JonN BoLus, STEWART ALEXANDER, FR. CHABREL GEAGEA, VINCENT L-R: Georce KArRAM, GREG LAHOUD, TrRevor MicHAEL, FR. Bapaoul HaBiB, FR. MauRIcE CHIDIAC,
LeicHeR, GRreG Essey, Ron MArouN, Joe KaIRouz, MicHAEL SADIE & MICHAEL SPENCE. MicHaeL KHoury, Luc Drewes, ALAN RaHME, EDWARD KHOURY & PiEro PALLINI

In appreciation for all that our Assistant Ministers do for us, their integral service during the holy Mass, at weddings, baptisms, funerals and visiting the
sick, our Maronite Fathers hosted a delicious Lebanese dinner at their home in Our Lady of the Cedars, Woodmead, where all enjoyed an evening of cheer and
true fellowship and friendship.

If you too would like to serve the Church as a Deacon, or in any other way you feel called too, contact the Church office on 011 804 1305 (Our Lady of the
Cedars of Lebanon, Woodmead) or 011 432 5331 (Our Lady of Lebanon, Mulbarton).
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FEAST oF THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY - 15 Aucust

This homily was preached by Pope Benedict XV 1 on the Feast of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, August 16, 2005 at the
parish church of Castelgandalfo, Italy.

HE feast of the Assumption is a day of joy. God has won.

Love has won. It has won life. Love has shown that it is
stronger than death, that God possesses the true strength and
that His Strength is goodness and love. Mary was taken up body
and soul into Heaven: There is even room in God for the body.
Heaven is no longer a very remote sphere unknown to us.

We have a Mother in Heaven. And the Mother of God, the
Mother of the Son of God, is our Mother. He Himself has said so.
He made her our Mother when He said to the Disciple and to all of
us: “Behold, your Mother!” We have a Mother in Heaven. Heaven is
open, Heaven has a heart.

The Magnificat, that great poem inspired by the Holy Spirit that came
from Mary’s lips, indeed, from Mary’s heart, mirrors the entire soul, the
entire personality of Mary... It begins with the word “Magnificat”: my soul
“magnifies” the Lord, that is, “proclaims the greatness” of the Lord. Mary
wanted God to be great in the world, great in her life and present among
us all. She was not afraid that God might be a “rival” in our life, that with
His Greatness He might encroach on our freedom, our vital space. She knew
that if God is great, we too are great. Our life is not oppressed but raised
and expanded: It is precisely then that it becomes great in the splendour
of God... previously, it was believed that by setting God aside and being
autonomous, following only our own ideas and inclinations, we would truly
be free to do whatever we liked without anyone being able to give us orders.
But when God disappears, men and women do not become greater; indeed,
they lose the divine dignity, their faces lose God’s Splendour. In the end,
they turn out to be merely products of a blind evolution and, as such, can
be used and abused.

8 T
%7

%r .
+

Only if God is great is humankind also great. With Mary, we

must begin to understand that this is so. We must not drift

away from God but make God present; we must ensure that

He is great in our lives. Thus, we too will become divine; all

the splendour of the divine dignity will then be ours. Let us
apply this to our own lives...

Mary is taken up body and soul into the glory of Heaven,
d and with God and in God she is Queen of Heaven and earth.
L) And is she really so remote from us? The contrary is true.
‘L Precisely because she is with God and in God, she is very

: close to each one of us...
T She always listens to us, she is always close to us, and being
Mother of the Son, participates in the Power of the Son and in
His Goodness. We can always entrust the whole of our lives to

this Mother, who is not far from any one of us.

On this Feast Day, let us thank the Lord for the gift of the Mother, and let
us pray to Mary to help us find the right path every day. Amen.

Source: Les Petits Bollandistes: Vies des Saints, by Msgr. Paul Guérin
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DAy ONE:
Blessed be that moment, O Mary,
when your Son called you to Heaven.
Hail Mary...

DAy Two:
Blessed be that moment, O Mary,
when the angels took you up into Heaven.
Hail Mary...

DAY THREE:
Blessed be that moment, O Mary,
when you were received with such great
honour into Heaven. Hail Mary...

DAy Four:
Blessed be that moment, O Mary,
when you were placed at the Right Hand
of your Son in Heaven. Hail Mary...

DAy FIVE:
Blessed be that moment, O Mary,
when the whole heavenly court
crowned you in Heaven. Hail Mary...
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DAy Six:
Blessed be that moment, O Mary,
when you were proclaimed Queen of
the whole heavenly court. Hail Mary...

DAy SEVEN:
Blessed be that moment, O Mary,
when all the Angels and Saints rendered
homage to you in Heaven. Hail Mary...

DAy EIGHT:
Blessed be that moment, O Mary,
when you were chosen to be our
protectress in Heaven. Hail Mary...

DAy NINE:
Blessed be that moment, O Mary,
when you began to intercede for
us in Heaven. Hail Mary...

DaiLy CoNCLUDING PRAYER:
Blessed be that moment, O Mary,
when you will mercifully receive

us into Heaven. Amen.
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THE BEATIFICATION

SAINT CHARBEL

THE BEATIFICATION & CANONIZATION

BioGRAPHY

Bekaa Kafra (North Lebanon). He had a true
Christian upbringing, which had given him a passion

‘- '4!& YOUSSEF Antoun Makhlouf was born in 1828, in
s

| for prayer. He followed his two hermit uncles in the

hermitage of the St Antonious Kozhaya monastery
and was converted to monastic and hermetical life.

In 1851, he left his family village and headed
for Our Lady of Maifouk monastery to spend his
first monastic year, then he went to the St Maron
monastery in Annaya, where he entered the Maronite
Order, carrying the name Charbel, a name of one of
the Antioch Church Martyrs of the second century.
On November 1st. 1853, he said his ceremonial vows
in St Maron’s monastery. Then he completed his
theological studies in the St Kobrianous and Justina
monastery in Kfifan, Batroun.

He was ordained a priest in Bkerke, the Maronite
Patriarchate, on July 23rd, 1859. He lived 16 years
in St Maron’s monastery. From there, he entered,
on February 15th, 1875, the St Peter & Paul

- hermitage, which belongs to the monastery. He

was a typical Saint and Hermit, who spent his time
praying and worshipping. Rarely had he left the
hermitage where he followed the way of the saintly
Hermits in prayers, life and practice.

St Charbel lived in the hermitage for 23 years.
On December 16th, 1898 he was struck with an
illness while performing the holy Mass. He died on
Christmas’ eve, December 24th, 1898, and was buried
in the St Maron monastery cemetery in Annaya.

A few months later, dazzling lights were seen
around the grave. From there, his corpse, which

had been secreting sweat and blood, was transferred |

into a special coffin. Hordes of pilgrims started
swarming the place to get his intercession for
through his intercession, God blessed many people
with recovery and spiritual graces.

In 1925, his beatification and canonisation were
proposed for declaration by Pope Pius XI. In 1950,
the grave was opened in the presence of an official
committee which included doctors who verified the
soundness of the body. After the grave had been
opened and inspected, the variety of healing incidents
amazingly multiplied. A multitude of pilgrims from
different religious facets again started flocking to the
Annaya monastery to get the Saint’s intercession.
Prodigies reached beyond the Lebanese borders.
This unique phenomenon caused a moral revolution,
the return to faith and the reviving of the virtues
of the soul.

BeaTiFicaTION AND CANONIZATION OF ST CHARBEL

I N 1954, Pope Pious XII signed a decree
accepting a proposal for the beatification of
Charbel Makhlouf, the hermit. And on December
5th, 1965, Pope Paul V1 officiated the ceremony of
Beatification of Father Charbel during the closing
of the Second Vatican Council.

In 1976, Pope Paul VI signed a decree of
Canonisation of the Blessed Charbel which took
place in Vatican on October 9th, 1977.

%  MaroNITE MEMO 4

e

THE CANONIZATION




-

A

Among the many miracles related to this man of God, the
Church chose two of them to declare his beatification, and

a third for his canonization:

from Hammana of cancer; The healing of Sister Mary Abel Kamari of the
Two Sacred Hearts of severe intestinal disease; The healing of Iskandar
Naim Obeid from Baabdat of blindness.

SisTER MARY ABEL KAMARI

ST CHARBEL’S LIFE IN STAGES

May 8th, 1828

His birth date in Bekaa Kafra

The healing of Mariam Awad

IskaNDAR NAIM OBEID

e

% A TrRIBUTE TO ST. CHARBEL 4

Charbel. .. a name proclaimed by each lip in Lebanon and in the whole world for his holiness.
His life was a legend which some people were unable to believe as they asked themselves: “Is
there still someone who believes this way and desires to unify themselves to God?”

The life of Charbel sank into a deep silence which he crowned with unity to the Lord,

Saints celebrated in August’s Calendar

May 16th, 1828 | His baptism Day Feast Letter Gospel
1851 First year of noviciate in Maifouk 1 St Shmooni & her Sons (Martyrs) 1 Cor. 10:23-33 | Mt. 16:24-28
1852 Second year of noviciate in Annaya 4 | cure of Ars (Confessor) 1 Tim. 2:1-11 Lk. 12:35-44
1853 His first vows in Annaya 6 Transfiguration of Our Lord 2 Cor. 3:7-17 Mk 9:1-7
18531859 H?S th?()lOgicaI .StUdlies in Kfifan 7 St Domitius, Doumet (Confessor) 1Tim. 1:12-19 Mt. 6:25-34
1222-1875 ::z E;:Ee::?hzr:;r;az:;;nmonastery 9 The A.postle Matthias 1 Cor. 4:9-17 Mt. 11:25-30
Feb, 5th, 1875 | His etering the hermitage 12 St Shina (Confessor) Heb. 10:32-39 | Lk. 12:1-5
Dec. 24th, 1898 | His death 15 The Assumption of the Virgin Mary Rom. 12:9-15 Lk. 1:46-55
1899 The changing of the tomb 16 St Rock (Confessor) Heb. 11:1-7 Lk. 12:35-44
1927 His corpse transferred to a third grave 23 St Isaac the Syrian (Confessor) Heb. 13:7-17 Lk. 4:14-21
1950 His body exposed to visitors — a year of miracles 28 St Moses the habashian & St Augustine | 2 Tim. 4:1-8 Mt. 5:13-17
Dec. 5th, 1965 | His Beatification in the Vatican 29 The Beheading of John the Baptist Heb. 11:32-40 | Mk 6:14-29
Qct. 9th, 1977 | His Canonisation in the Vatican kil St Abda, Zakhia & Igidius (Confessor) Eph. 6:10-18 Mt. 19:27-30

Source; www.stcharbel.com

-
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macerations and veneration to the incarnated Word. The holiness of Charbel was spread
as the aroma of roses and the fragrance of flowers with the morning breeze, climbing the sky
as the mountains of Lebanon and rising as its cedars - all praise to Almighty God in His
Saint! Charbel came from a house perfumed with prayer and incense, wealthy in its poverty
and modesty and garnished with holiness. Charbel was born in Bkaakafra, a high place in
Lebanon, as if she was preparing him for the throne of holiness and celestial glory. Heaven
made him her beloved son and God granted him the glory of Lebanon. This young man, who
heard the voice of his mother sky calling him to join her, abandoned the stones of this earth
without being hugged by a tender mother and without a word of goodbye which wipes away
sadness in hearts. This hermit, who took the example of his Master, did not want anything
else but to follow His Steps, even when he was dying. If Jesus Christ took the Way of the Cross
as a sacrifice for the sinners, St Charbel then accepted to follow this painful way, phase after
another, as a gift for God and resignation to His Will.

On our land, the Master of the world walked
and from our land, the mission of our Lord was
launched. For this reason, it is not surprising that
much holiness comes from our land; it is not even
surprising that Charbel, Rafka and Hardeeny form
pearls of a long rosary by which God is glorified.
Lebanon is an inexhaustible source of holiness, a
message addressed from Heaven to earth, a celestial
painting drawn by the Creator and within His
permanent care; Lebanon is firstly a soul before
being high mountains and wide valleys.

We pay tribute to you, Charbel from the heights
of Lebanon, from Bkaakafra to Annaya until each
span of your land. We pay tribute to you, fragrance of
holiness and breeze caressing the cedars of Lebanon.
Wk pay tribute to you, pastor of your land, our land.
From the depth of our hearts and from the spirit of our
faith, we pay tribute to a Saint from us and for us, a
Saint from Lebanon.
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FRr. JAacoB’s PROJECTS DURING HIS LIFETIME FRr. JACOB’S SPIRITUALITY & HIS LOVE OF THE CROSS
Convent of the Cross, Jal El Dib 1919 | Val Pere Jacques School, Bkenaya |1919 LesseD Father Jacob is a man of the Cross,
Sisters of the Cross, Deir EI Kamar | 1933 | Notre Dame of the Well, Bkenaya | 1941 the Lord’s Apostle and His beloved.
Notre Dame Hospital, Antelias 1946 | St. Joseph Hospital, Dora 1949 Fr. Jacob’s life in brief was that of “Godly
Sisters of the Cross, Broumana 1950 | Jesus the King House, Zouk Mosbeh [ 1952 Charity” — his heart burning with the love of

the Crucified, a heart sympathising with the
miserable and sinners of the earth because
Christ was the cornerstone of his heart, and
in Him he found his defence and pride.

For the sake of the Cross and the Crucified,
Fr. Jacob went to society’s rejects, teaching
his nuns and associates to help those who
were crucified with love, sacrifices and prayer,
to give to every person — the Image of God —
their service, but to grant preference to those
who were needy and deprived. He often said,
“If you were to know who those miserable people

represent on earth, you would have served them kneeling down.”

Always towards Heaven, Fr. Jacob, directed his entire life, all his efforts and
sacrifices. Always towards Heaven, Fr. Jacob lifted the sight of the faithful
and encouraged them to gain It by a good life and true repentance.

“Rejoice because your names are

Notre Dame of the
Well, Bkenaya

engraved in Heaven,” (Lk 10:20) : NEXT ISSUE:
he quoted, emphasizing to all who THE \/ENERATION
laboured with him that rewards -

await us in Heaven after transient
worldly pains. “What we plant on
earth, we harvest in eternity” is

his reminder and example to us.
Source: Sisters of the Cross

PATRIARCH

S TEPHEN
EL Douainy
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O Jesus, You roamed the villages and cities,
teaching and preaching the news of God’s
Kingdom. Blessed Fr. Jacob travelled like You
on the shores and in the mountains to spread the
faith. Through his intercession, embody in us
and in our country the faith of our grandparents
and grant our request (mention your request).

Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be.

O Jesus, You called the children to come to
You for You loved them and they most resemble
the Saints of Heaven. Like You, Blessed Fr.
Jacob gathered the children to raise them in the
true faith. Through his intercession, strengthen
our youth in times of temptation, grant them a
generous heart to follow their call of vocation,
and grant our request (mention your request).

Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be.

O Jesus, You sympathised with the people
because they suffered from sickness, neglect and
pain. Blessed Fr. Jacob suffered too with the
poor, the aged, the orphans and all the deprived
as he opened to them his arms and heart.
Through his intercession, teach us to see Your
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image in every brother and sister who suffers, to
assist them in carrying their cross and grant our
request (mention your request).

Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be.

O Jesus, You chose the Apostles to accompany
You, to complement You in unity and love.
Blessed Fr. Jacob was the godfather of the nuns
and the guide of priests and the dedicated.
Through his intercession, keep in Your Name
those You have chosen to serve You, unite
them and sanctify them and grant our request
(mention your request).

Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be.

O Jesus, all the people cheered “Blessed
be he who comes in the Name of the Lord.”
Inspire the Church to declare Blessed Fr.
Jacob’s Sainthood and You will be glorified
by Your Saints. Amen.

O Jesus, You have never turned away the
faithful in Your Mercy, may our prayers
through the intercession of Blessed Fr. Jacob
be acceptable to You. Give us, through his
intercession, the blessings we ask. Amen.
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1st MAss AT
ABBEY OF INKAMANA

ABBEY OF INKAMANA -
FOUNDED BY THE
BENEDICTINES IN 1922

2ND Mass AT NGoME,
THE PILGRIMATE SITE
WHERE OUR LADY MADE
HERSELF KNOWN UNDER
THE TITLE “MARY,
TABERNACLE OF THE
Most HicH”.

PiILGRIMAGE To NGOME

THE Ngome experience is unigque to each person
—atrue Pilgrimage to a beautiful setting. Our
Blessed Mother chose wisely!

As different as we are, God manifests Himself to us
in ONE way — through His Promise and His Agape
Love. Heis the same God as He was yesterday, today
and as He will be tomorrow - this was profoundly
emphasised on the weekend of 25 - 27 July.

United in Christ — from the ten-year-old to the
Seventy-Two year-old — we prayed the Rosary in
Shona, Zulu, English, Portuguese, French, Afrikaans
and Arabic. We laughed, we cried, we debated, we
danced, we sang, we prayed and we shared together
— single, married, divorced, religious, students — a
variety of reasons for leaving the rat race for a week-
end and just touching base with our inner holiness

3rD Mass IN MARIA RATSCHITZ - FOUNDED BY THE TRAPPISTS IN 1890,

and the fundamental teachings of our Faith.
Our rewards??? We encountered...

N = New Life in Jesus Christ
G = Growth in the Holy Spirit
O = Our Loving Father

M = Mother Mary

E = Enrichment of faith for the Blessed Sacrament

Many thanks to both our awesome Abouna’s
Charbel. Their ministry to the group was outstanding,
sincere and a fine example of unconditional love. They
are true to their vows — our good shepherds.

Appreciation to Isabel and Natasha for the excellent
organisation and preparation of the pilgrimage.

CAROLE FAHRY

NAMED AFTER A SHRINE IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC DEDICATED TO THE SEVEN SORROWS OF OUR LADY.

VISITING THE CEMETERY OF
Sr. ReINALDO MAY, THE
BENEDICTINE VISIONARY

PROCESSION TO THE
SHRINE OF APPARITION
AND SPRING

g
T ——— ]

MARIA RATSCHITZ
MissioN



Saints to Be

COULD WE BE GETTING

SouTH AERICA’S FIRST SAINT?

Sr. REINALDO MAY

I T is true that Sr. Reinaldo May is of German
origin, but it is also true that her visions
in Ngome, KwaZulu Natal, is the reason for the
approval of her beatification by the Vatican’s
Congregation for Sainthood Causes. Could this
mean that “Ngome could be the Lourdes of the
South”, as Michail Rassool of the Southern Cross
so eloquently phrases it?

Sr. May served the community of Zululand for
38 years as a missionary and midwive. It was to
this hardworking, cheerful, faithful and devout
Benedictine nun who Our Lady appeared to and
presented herself to the world under the title of “The
Tabernacle of the Most High,” inviting all people
to become holy tabernacles of the Lord. Mother
Mary also requested that Sr. May build a chapel
at Ngome, ontop the seven springs where she

would pour out many blessings. Since then many
miracles have been reported, from conversions to
healings, which are now under the investigation
of Fr. Michael Mayer OSB, custodian of the shrine
and the officially appointed postulator for Sr.
May'’s cause. Sr. May died in 1981 from Cancer and
is buried at the Abbey of Inkamana.

Currently, the official patron of South Africa is
“Our Lady of the Assumption” but wouldn't it be a
wondrous blessing for Sr. May to be exalted to the
ranks of Sainthood, she who spoke Zulu so fluently,
knew and loved our people so deeply and has so
effectively inspired our community to turn to Our
Lady and meditate on her as “The Tabernacle of the
Most High.”

<7 MaRroNITE MEMO

THE MESsAGE oF MARY,

TABERNACLE OF THE MosT HIGH,
22ND AucusT 1955. FeEasT oF THE IMMACULATE HEART

Shortly after Holy Communion, Mary stood before
me, very close-by. Everything was seen in spirit. |
was drawn into another atmosphere. Mary showed
Herself in a wonderful light more beautiful than
the sun. She was robed all in white, flowing veil
from top to toe. Upon Her Breast rested a big Host
surrounded by a brilliant corona radiating life.
She was a living Monstrance. Mary stood upon the
globe, hands and feet invisible. | felt like entering
a cloud, drawn by Mary, away from the earth. |
had my eyes closed but I saw so much light that,
for several days, | was very much dazzled by the
beauty and light that | had seen.

Mary said the following: “Call Me ‘Tabernacle of
The Most High’. You too are such a Tabernacle,
believe it. I wish to be called upon by this title for the
glory of My Son. | wish that more such Tabernacles
be prepared. I mean human hearts. | wish that
the altars be surrounded by praying people more
frequently. Don’t be afraid. Make it known”.

For more messages see www.ngome.co.za

Visit our
Ngome's

Pilgrimage Page:

http:/ /www.iacchook.com/cvent.php?cid=72114205088



http://groups.to/mcc-sa/

K B Pro-Life NN s

EDUCATE YOURSELF
ABOUT ABORTION

WATCH THESE!! WATCH THESE!Il WATCH THESE!!!

Fr. Frank Pavone has posted three videos on You Tube in which he
demonstrates the most common abortion procedures, using the actual abortion
instruments and fetal models. We ask you to view and to spread far and wide
these challenging videos. The links are as follows:

A

—

DISMEMBEI%MENT D&Eﬂ PROCEDURE
www.youtube.com/watch?v=us_y9GP -DA

B — pudEd s B

SucTioNn ABORTION PROCEDURE
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QBOAPIeF1t0

] ——— [=]

PROSTAGLANDIN PROCEDURE
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDj12ffvpgY

JoIN THE CULTURE OF LIFE
CampPailcN - JHB

DATE . EVERY FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
VENUE . CHrisT THE KING CATHEDRAL

3 SARATOGA AVENUE, DOORNFONTEIN
TImME . 1pPm - ADORATION OF BLESSED SACRAMENT

2 PM - MEEeTING / GRouP DiscussiON & FEEDBACK
3 PM - EDUCATIONAL SESSION

FORrR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT MICHELLE JOSEPH
oN 011 648 5860 or 082 609 6919

PLEASE JOIN US — YOU REALLY DO MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.
AND TRY TO BRING SOMEONE WITH Youl!

Not HumAaN? - JusT A FETUS?!

How long
can we
justify the
murder
of unborn
Innocents???

16 " MaroNITE MEMO »


www.youtube.com/watch?v=us_y9GP_-DA
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBOAPleF1t0
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDj12ffvpgY

“THE SANCTITY OoF H

UMAN LIFE

FROM CONCEPTION TO NATURAL DEATH.” (ParT Six)

By BisHor SAMUEL AQUILA

PromoTING A CULTURE OF LIFE:

4. THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE LIFE OF SOCIETY. Catholics
in the political arena today are too often more faithful to party platforms and
partisanship than to their faith in Jesus Christ, His Church, and the promotion
of a culture of life. There is a false separation between one’s private life and
faith and one’s public life.

Catholics in the political arena must recognise that opposition to intrinsic
evils, such as abortion, euthanasia, genocide, embryonic stem-cell research and
same sex unions is always required by the faithful Catholic. Because these
intrinsic evils are direct attacks on human life and
marital dignity, they are nonnegotiable for every
Catholic. Catholics must recognise, too, that in
the other human life issues — such as immigration,
capital punishment, the economy, health-care and
war — the dignity of the human person must first
and foremost be taken into consideration in seeking
solutions to these questions.

As John Paul 1l reminded everyone involved in
civil and legislative affairs, “A law which violates
an innocent person’s natural right to life is unjust and as such, is not valid
as a law” (“Evangelium Vitae,” 90). “Abortion and euthanasia are thus
crimes which no human law can claim to legitimise. There is no obligation
in conscience to obey such laws; instead there is a grave and clear obligation
to oppose them by conscientious objection” (ibid., No. 73). We are warned in
Scripture and by John Paul 11 that “we must obey God rather than man” (Acts
5:29, “Evangelium Vitae,” 73). Every Catholic who supports intrinsic evils is
reminded that they will one day stand before the judgment seat of God and
give an account of themselves and how they lived the Gospel of Life.

-

“We must constantly, at every level,
promote the dignity of the human person
and the truth that every human being
Is created in the image and likeness of God
from the moment of his or her conception
until natural death.”

At the same time, as pro-life Catholics, we must have concern for immigrants,
the suffering, the sick and the poor. We must work for the avoidance of war, the
elimination of the death penalty and an end to drug trafficking. If we are truly
going to be pro-life and build a true culture of life, all of these are matters of
concern. While there can be different solutions for questions regarding some
issues which are not intrinsic evils, the inherent dignity of the human person
from the moment of conception to natural death must be the lens through
which all decisions are made.

We must constantly, at every level, promote the dignity of the human person
and the truth that every human being is created in the
Image and Likeness of God from the moment of his or
her conception until natural death. I encourage you,
as Catholics, to promote a culture of life. This must
begin with each one of you, reflecting on how you
personally place your faith in Jesus Christ, educate
yourselves, form your consciences, and participate in
the political process. Then I encourage you to pray.
Pray most especially for the conversion of the hearts
and minds of those who support intrinsic evils that
they may come to acknowledge the dignity of the human person and promote
a culture of life. Pray for the conversion of the hearts and minds of those who
support a culture of death in the public arena, especially for Catholics who
have opted against life and the Gospel. Jesus taught us to pray for our enemies
(Matthew 5:44) and He Himself forgave His enemies from the Cross. We are to
do no less.

Only prayer will lead to a true conversion of heart and mind, and to the truth

of Jesus Christ and the abundant life he promises to us. May each of us work
untiringly for a culture of life and live faithfully the Gospel of Life.

%  MaroNITE MEMO 4 17
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http://groups.to/krugersdorpfamilyclub/
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“You will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you;

and you will be my witnesses"

WORLYOUTH DAY 2-0 SY.I’DEY

WHAT THE POPE SAID...

WorLD YouTtH DAy THEME: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you: and you will be my witnesses” (Act 1:8)

“Through the Spirit’s action, may the young people gathered here for World Youth
Day have the courage to become saints! This is what the world needs more than
anything else.” July 16

“Bear witness to this reality that you were created anew at Baptism and
strengthened through the gifts of the Spirit at Confirmation.” July 17

“Dear young friends, my message to you today is the same one that Moses
proposed, “Choose life, so that you and your descendants may live in the love
of the Lord your God”. Let His Spirit guide you onto the path of life, so that
you obey His Commandments, follow His Teachings, leave behind the wrong
turnings that lead only to death, and commit yourselves to a lifelong friendship
with Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, choose life and
choose love, and bear witness before the world to the joy that
it brings. That is my prayer for each one of you this World
Youth Day.” July 18

“We have been consecrated, set “apart” for the service of
God and the building up of His Kingdom.” July 19

“Dear young people, we too must remain faithful to the “yes”
that we have given to the Lord’s offer of friendship. We
know that He will never abandon us. We know that
He will always sustain us through the Gifts of the
Spirit. Mary accepted the Lord’s “proposal” in our
P name. So let us turn to her and ask her to guide us
- as we struggle to remain faithful to the life-giving
i 3 relationship that God has established with each
one of us. She is our example and our inspiration,

‘; j

she intercedes for us with her Son, and with a
mother’s love she shields us from harm.” July 20

-

%  MaroNITE MEMO 4

WHAT THE PATRIARCH SAID...

His BeaTiTube AnD EMINENCE, CARDINAL NASRALLAH BouTros SFEIR, PATRIARCH OF
ANTIOCH AND ALL THE EAsT, PRECEDED Pore BENEDICT TO THE WORLD YouTH DAY. MoRE
THAN 20,000 MARONITE CATHOLICS GATHERED IN SYDNEY FOR A MASS CELEBRATED BY His
BeaTITUDE AND 12 MARONITE BIsHOPs oN 13 Jury 2008. His THEME THROUGHOUT THE
WEEK WAS ONE OF ADMIRATION FOR THE COUNTRY’S POLITICAL AND SOCIAL SCENE, SAYING,

“The system is being respected, and there are rules in social life... Most of the
people in Australia are satisfied with their situation and work hard. They are
fulfilling their duties toward the state and the Church. We saw that the security
situation is stable here.”

SFEIR OFTEN CONTRASTED THIS SITUATION WITH THAT OF LEBANON BUT POINTED OUT THAT
LEBANESE EMIGRANTS TO AUSTRALIA HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN LEBANON, THEY ARE HURT BY THE
DIVISIONS IN THEIR HOME COUNTRY AND THEY YEARN TO SEE THE RULE OF LAW IMPLEMENTED IN
LEBANON AND TO SEE CITIZENS RESPECTING THE RULES.

“Like every small country whose sons are divided by narrow policies,

the situation in Lebanon is still in need of serious salvation... [but i

I see] ambitions for Lebanon beyond the present reality.”” July 5

“Every kingdom that is divided is condemned ... people can

only be reconciled through understanding and charity.” July 13 "
“The Maronite collective identity is one of the real problems
which the Church must face with courage... We have to put

in perspective the danger that the Maronites are facing
in their new cultures... These cultures often are based
on material consumption that distracts the youth

and keeps them away from experiencing a profound
relationship with Christ.”” July 13

PATRIARCH SFEIR REPEATEDLY STATED HAT HE HOPED TO
SEE LEBANESE EXPATRIATES EAGER TO RETURN TO THEIR
HOMELAND ONCE IT IS SAFE AND STABLE.

See an interview with the Patriarch during
World Youth Day and other videos:
http://groups.to/mcc-sa/
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INFLUENCE OF SouTH AFRICAN CULTURE ON
THE L1VES oF LEBANESE SOUTH AFRICANS.

By KEN HANNA
“There is always something new out of Africa.”

Since the dawn of our new civilisation the Lebanese and their illustrious
forefathers, the Phoenicians have been involved in Africa. Who can forget the
founding of the “New City” Carthage on the North African coast by Princess
Elissa of Sur in Lebanon or the Zimbabwean development by the Phoenicians or
the Lumba tribe which is still in existence just north of the South African Border.
They still practice the Phoenician and Semitic customs and traditions of their
forefathers who settled in the area long before the coming of Christ.

As we look at the influence of South African culture on the lives of Lebanese South
Africans, we have to take a journey back in time to the arrival of the first Lebanese
on South African soil. The end of the 19th Century is a good starting point.

The Lebanese arrived by sea. Some remained on the sea shores and took on
the culture of the local inhabitants: Look at the laid back “British” Lebanese of
the South Coast, the conservative Lebanese of the Eastern Cape and even Cape
Town itself. Many Lebanese ventured inland with their eye on the “City of Gold”
Egoli, now Johannesburg. It is very interesting to note that those who remained
on the sea shores were mainly, but not all, Orthodox Christian Lebanese. Those
that ventured inland were mainly Maronite Christian Catholic Lebanese. This is
a very interesting phenomena, and warrants further study and investigation.

The inland venture of these early Lebanese stopped in the then Orange Free
State. Many became successful farmers and entrepreneurs. These Lebanese
Families mingled with the local Afrikaner population and the numerous marriages
between the two peoples bear witness to this. In many instances the Afrikaans
language became their mother tongue; although a mixture of Afrikaans and
Arabic were spoken by the earlier generation.

THE CapPe oF Goob Hore: The Cape is the traditional home of the ‘coloured’
peoples of South Africa. Some maintain that because they are both ‘White and

4 Cedar Leaf

Black’ they are really the true South Africans. Whilst some are of the Christian
faith, many are Moslems, mainly because of the Cape Malay influence. Some
Lebanese Moslems have found a friendly home in this community and are
influenced by this vibrant culture.

THE TrANsvAAL: The vast majority of the Lebanese were attracted to the New
Eldorado and the gold mines. They settled just west of the city and were influenced
not only by the two main European communities, namely British and Boer,
but by other minorities such as the Jewish, Greek, Italian and Portuguese. The
Chinese influence was minimal, although their common problem with race had an
influence in building bonds of friendship and relationships. Not many marriages
took place, although those who have married into the Chinese community have
embraced a little of the Chinese culture. Many friendships with the Indian
communities developed because of the close business relationships, particularly
on the Newtown Market.

MANDELA AND “UsunTu”: Whilst intermarriage between the Lebanese and
the African indigenous peoples is minimal, it nevertheless exists. But what
is so very fascinating and interesting is that since the advent of Mandela, the
“African Renaissance” and the wonderful concept of “Ubuntu” (embracing care,
friendliness, empathy and help of others) the Lebanese South Africans suddenly
felt how very close their culture was to the Africans. Some even refer to the
Lebanese South Africans as “White Zulus”. The younger generation now feels
a strong need to learn an African Language. Zulu, the number one language in
South Africa, is the language of choice.

Concrusion: The Lebanese have always been a migratory people so as we
enter the 21st Century, many Lebanese South Africans have migrated to more
favourable environments. Some say the percentage is as high as 20% but the vast
majority, over 80%, of Lebanese South Africans will remain in South Africa. Their
Churches and their communities bear testimony to this. Whilst still retaining
their own particular brand and influence, the Lebanese have embraced all the
diverse cultures which make up the mosaic of South African life. As the great
South African entrepreneur and intellectual, Dr.Anton Reupert, once said: “We
have to use this as a springboard to the future, not as a rocking chair”.
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NEw LEBANESE JUSTICE & PEACE COORDINATOR APPOINTED

By MicHAIL RAssooL

ADOMINICAN priest and former international students’ chaplain has
been appointed coordinator of the bishops’ Justice and Peace (J&P)
department in Pretoria.

Fr. Michael Deeb OP is best known as chaplain to students
in the 1980s and 1990s. He served for eight years in Paris as
international chaplain, with the International Young Catholic
Students and International Movement of Catholic Students (with
which the local Association of Catholic Students is affiliated).

Born in 1953 in Welkom, the Free State, Fr. Deep took a
degree in psychology from the University of the Witwatersrand,
where he was active in the divided Catholic student movement.
The National Catholic Federation of Students was mainly
white, while the Catholic Students’ Association ( CASA) was
mainly African.He worked closely with the bishops’ J&P, youth
and laity desks. He also served on the executive of the Catholic
Laity Council and in 1980 on the very short-lived National
Pastoral Council, a big inter-diocesan consultative pastoral
assembly, which never got off because he believes the lay voice was too strong
at the time.

He took an honours degree in religious studies at the University of Cape Town
and, while there, set up a theological exchange programme, which he ran for
five years. He also served as lay student chaplain, particularly in Cape Town’s
townships. He taught for a year at a Cape Town township school, Groenvlei
High, at the height of student protests in 1985, when he was detained by
police for two months.

He entered the Dominican novitiate the following January, serving it in
Lesotho before studying at St Joseph’s Institute in Cedara, Kwazulu-Natal,
where he undertook a Master’s in theology. Fr. Deeb also served, then, as

22 3

FR. MicHAEL Dees

chaplain to students at the University of Natal (Pietermaritzburg), which
administered his degree. He taught at Cedara for some years, serving as
supervisor at the Dominican house of studies.

He was sent to Johannesburg after his ordination in 1991. He
then moved to the Free State where for some years he served
in Winburg, Theunissen and Ventersburg, in the diocese of
Kroonstad.

He served as national chaplain of the Young Catholic Students
movement for a year, and was elected international chaplain to
students, which meant moving to Paris for a few years.

Returning to South Africa in January, Fr. Deeb was asked if
he could take on the vacant J&P post, assuming responsibilities
in April.

At present he also serves as press officer for the local Dominican
order. He spoke of the good energy emerging in his department
after three years of some uncertainty.

One of J&P’s priorities, he said is to develop capacity at local level — especially
in parishes — to engage with issues of national importance, and to strengthen
diocesan structures. One factor for his effectiveness is being well-versed in
Catholic social teaching, Fr. Deeb said.

He said the department has set five priorities: firstly, economic justice and
poverty issues and how to face them; secondly, good governance and crime,
social delivery from government, and ensuring democratic and human right
values are reflected in the structures of governance that are supposed to give
them meaning. J&P’s third priority, Fr. Deeb said, is addressing xenophobia
and the underlying issues giving rise to it; climate change and pollution are the
fifth priority, while gender relationships is the sixth.

Source; Southern Cross
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uth African Maronite Hist
HoNoOURING OUR FOREFATHERS

N AJEEB was married to Kazoon Farah
and had two children. They lived in
the village of Sibhel in Lebanon which was
under attack by the Turks. The people in the
villages were suffering without food and their
lives were constantly in danger. Some time in
1890, Najeeb and two of his friends enquired

at the port in Beirut whether there
were boats sailing to America, as
they wanted to start a new life for
their families there. They left on
one of the boats and headed for the
“New World”, or so they thought.
Unbeknown to them at the
time, the boat was going to Africa
via the Suez Canal through to
West Africa. After a few months
at sea, Najeeb and friends heard
the sailors shouting “Afrika” and
they thought they were shouting
“Amerika”. They disembarked off
of boat and later realized that they
were in the Portuguese Colony of
Mozambique. They were of course
shocked and upset and were told
not to worry as they could cross

the Crocodile River into South Africa where
the streets are “paved with gold”. They were
unable to enter the country as all the borders
were controlled by the British who were

at war with the Boers. Najeeb, not a
man to give up easily, decided to swim
across the Crocodile River to get to
Komatipoort in the Eastern Transvaal.

The three men swam across the
Crocodile River and unfortunately,
one of them did not make it. He either

Back: AnToNY Bakos, Rosy Bakos, FAvze Bakos, JENNY Bakos,
FrANCIS Bakos, Lutu Bakos; FRonT: FrReppy Bakos, JANNIE BAkos,
NAaJeeB Bakos, KazooN Bakos, Louis Bakos; FLoor: ALAN Bakos

drowned or was eaten by a crocodile. The
remaining friend’s surname was Farah.

Kinross in the Eastern Transvaal where

<? MaroNITE MEMO

him for 10 years. Najeeb settled
in Trichard where he prospered
by opening a general store. He
owned petrol pumps, a vegetable
store, a pharmacy and began

. opening bioscopes (movie houses)

all over the country, Bethal,
Ermelo, Standerton, Newlands
and Middelburg. He had five more
children, Francis, Rosie, Freddie,
Allan and Louis.

He is the grandfather of
most of the Bakos families in
Johannesburg and left them
a wonderful legacy. He was a
staunch Maronite and a loving
father to all. He left all his
properties and wealth for his
children. He gave them a new life

in a new country, creating a dynasty out
of nothing but sheer hard work, honesty
They made their way to Trichardt and and determination.

Written by : Norman Bakos

&

AKOS CAME TO SOUTH AFRICA

source; “Bakos/Backos/Bechus Famlly Reunlon publlshed by the Famlly Club

gold was in abundance. Today the area is
called Secunda.

Najeeb and friend began hawking polish,
shoe laces etc. for a living. At the end of
World War 1, Najeeb sent for his wife,
Kazoon and two sons, Faez and Tanse
from Sibel. They had not heard from
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MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH
http://groups.to/mcc-sa/
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LeEBANESE FAmiLY CLuB
http://groups.to/lfc/

I [T ;II

KRrRuGERSDORP FAMILY CLUB
http://groups.to/krugersdorpfamilyclub/

PuBLicATIONS BOOKSHOP
ifacebook.com/pages/Maronite-Family-Club-Publications/24142

+ EuceNE LeoN Sanan 3.12.1928 — 13.06.2008

Eugene Sanan, the third son of the late Toufic and Alice Sanan, passed
away peacefully in Cape Town after a long illness. Well known for his
generosity and hospitality, he lived in Durban for most of his life, where
he practiced as an attorney and was well respected. He was involved in the
racing industry as an owner, an administrator and breeder, and his input to
the industry was greatly valued.

The picture above shows him with his wife Dilva and our Patriarch,
Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir, when the Patriarch visited Durban in 1992 and
was entertained by Eugene and Dilva at their home.

Monsignor Paul Nadal, a great friend of the family, flew down from
Durban to celebrate the requiem Mass at Our Lady of Good Hope Church
in Sea Point.

May Eugene’s soul rest in peace.
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GATHERING OF BERNIE BAkOS & FAMILY WITH THE PRIESTS IN HIS HOUSE ON 27 June 2008

Joseph Family Day

THE next historical Family Day planned by the Lebanese Family Club
is the JoserH FAmILY DAav.

So if you are Joseph and are not yet part of the committee call the Lebanese
Family Club today on 011 804 7566 and give us your details.

Thank you to all the committee members who attended the meeting on 6
August 2008 where we put a plan of action into place and discussed March
2009 being the date for the Family Day. To make all this possible we need to
start with the book - a gift we give to our children’s children’s children to be
forever treasured.

We need your stories and pictures, details, dates, names, places and all your
reminiscences. Due date for submissions is 8 October 2008 when we shall
again host another Joseph Family Meeting at 6:30 for 7:00 pm at Our Lady
of the Cedars Church, Woodmead. Please ensure that a representative from
every Joseph family attends and if you have any enquiries contact us on
info@ lebanesefamilyclub.co.za.

Attending your Family Day,

Honouring every member from the forefathers to the newborns,
Uniting with family members you may seldom or have never met,
Collecting and Preserving your family history,

Sharing your personal stories,
makes this event one of the most important and special days
in the History of Your Family...

OF THE MARONITE SAINTS CROSSWORD COMPETITION
MARYsSeE KuUDSEE

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
You HAVE WON A FamiLy CLuB PuBLICATIONS BOOK OF YOUR CHOICE.

AND THE WINNER IS

% MaronITE MEMO 4 25



BarTisms & WEDDINGS

ConcraTuLATIONS and blessings to the following members who were baptised or married:

Baptised

Parents

Godparents

Our Lady of the Cedars of Lebanon — \WWoodmead

TamMsyN ALiCIA

Delron & Leressa Sebastian

Eveshwin Chetty & Aileen Dass

ALLEGRA ELIZABETH

Brent & Justine Rahme

Darryl Rahme & Jaclyn Juszkiewicz

AIDEN PHiLLIP HuLL

Jason & Dulundi Hull

Mathew Wilmers & Annette Luczyn

ANGELINA MzIry HuLL

Jason & Dulundi Hull

Mathew Wilmers & Annette Luczyn

TRrRISTAN MICHAEL SHAM

Richard Joseph & charon Sham

Ivan DaSousa & Shannon Adcock

Our Lady of Lebanon — Mulbarton

TsHEPISO MOKOENA
NTtomBl MaBoNA

Hlupheho & Aletta Mokoena
Adult

Anna Mokoena & Maria Radebe
Anna Mokoena & Maria Radebe

ALETTA MOKOENA

Adult

Anna Mokoena & Maria Radebe

CLoEl PAGE

Mikel & Cindy Page

Abel Borges & Raquel Pestana

KERRI-LEE PHIRI

Adult

Brian Theron & Patricia Scout

ELMARIE OLLEWAGON

Adult

Tony & Fatima Fernandez

VIWE PHILISO

Charlton & Lulama Philiso

Sibusiso Sithole & Nomvuso Khumalo

TiaNA FERNANDES

Nuno & Carla Fernandes

Vic Gomes & Nelson Fernandez

LEANDRO FIGUEIRA

Nelson & Theresa Figueira

Nicholas & Isabel Pimenta

AKASHIA BLoMQuIST

Wesley Lewis & Ana Blomquist

Jason VVan Schalwyk & Taryn Simpson

WESLEY LEwis

Adult

Jason VVan Schalwyk & Taryn Simpson

JASON VAN SCHALKWYK

Adult

Herbert & Yvonne Simpson

DamAN VAN JAARSELDT

Craig & Marcia VVan Jaarsveldt

Martin Chemaly

Weddings

Our Lady of the Cedars of Lebanon — \WWoodmead

a Marcio DA Costa & GERALDENE BorRNMAN — 5 JuLy 2008
a JasoN ALLEN HuLL & DuLunbl MARY Davip — 19 JurLy 2008
a PETER ANTHONY EBERSEY & SusaN YELVA CORNELISSEN — 26 JuLy 2008

Our Lady of Lebanon — Mulbarton

a Marcio DA Costa & GERALDENE BorRNMAN—- 5 JuLy 2008

OBITUARIES T+ &
) may our merciful Lord
3 grant pardon and
peace to these, our
faithful departed:

Our LADY oF CEDARS

T BLANCHE REZEK
31 Jur 1920 — 12 JuL 2008
T Eric NAAMAN
26 Auc 1931 - 23 JuL 2008

Our LADY oF LEBANON

t ELEKTRA PRETORIUS
7 JuL 2008 — 7 JuL 2008
T DoNATO VERDONESE
21 Dec 1934 -11 Jury 2008
T ALIcE ALVES
29 Auc 1926 — 16 JuL 2008
T PHYLLIS MANNING
+ 10 MAR 1950 — 22 JuL 2008
T GuISEPPE SABOTTI
21 Dec 1934 — 20 JuL 2008
T ARTHUR PETERSON
24 JuL 1936 - 27 Jury 2008

~Er Wi W *
Share your special times,
stories and photos with us from
the happy times of baptisms
and weddings to the sad times
we mourn the departing of our
beloved ones, and all the times in
between: 011 804 7566 or
info@lebanesefamilyclub.co.za

Fel: Family Message
mEw  OF the Month

“Me, Woman
And Man”

Traditionally in Western and African
cultures roles of men and women in
the family were more clearly defined
with the man regarded as the head of
the family. This could be good but has
also led to much abuse and oppression
of women and girls. A universal trend
towards equality and to women’s
empowerment challenges this model,
resulting in major changes in the
roles of men and women, boys and
girls. Women are gaining greater
freedom and have access to many
work opportunities even though there
is not yet equal pay for equal work.
Women and girls are also most often
the victims of trafficking.

Within family life these changing
roles are also causing confusion and
sometimes perceived disempowerment
or alienation of men. This can be so
particularly in the intimate male-
female relationship. Sexuality and
gender orientation are issues to be
addressed in growing families. Roles
of male and female, adults and children
need constant renegotiation as a family
changes over time in its life cycle.

How are you as a man or
woman, boy or girl coping with
gender issues and orientation?

Reflect, share, discuss, pray...

www.marfam.org.za




